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of the Covenant eleven years before was, in 1930, reflected in
the weakness of all the western governments.

Once foreign affairs had become a democratic concern the
stability of Europe was in any case weakened. From 1929 to
1932 the domestic politics of Europe were in such disorder that
at no time were all the principal governments concerned simul-
taneously secure and simultaneously in a position to negotiate
and carry through a long-term policy. In particular, the
stability of any French Government depended during these years
on maintaining a stiff opposition to German claims, while any
German Government, if it was to resist the growing anti-
democratic reaction, had to secure from France and Great
Britain substantial concessions. After the German 1931 elec-
tions, when the Nazis won 107 seats and the Communists 77,
Dr. Bruning attempted to obtain consent to the Anschluss with
Austria. He failed, because of French opposition. By this
time Mr. Ramsay Macdonald's Labour administration was
discredited and Great Britain herself on the verge of an economic
crisis. The pressure of a strong British Government and a
united people might have been successful in inducing the French
to modify their attitude, and so checking the advance of German
National Socialism. As things were, Mr. Arthur Henderson
was powerless.

Early in 1932 the Disarmament Conference opened at
Geneva. By that time Mr. Ramsay Macdonald had formed
the j&rst National Government and Mr. Arthur Henderson was
out of office. He had been succeeded for a few weeks by Lord
Reading and then by Sir John Simon, but remained president,
in his personal capacity, of the Disarmament Conference. The
conference opened to the accompaniment of the Japanese guns
bombarding Shanghai. Though few realized it, the Second
World War had begun. Two months later the Nazis, in the
spring elections, gained control of Prussia*

The sands were running out, but Englishmen of all schools
of thought failed to realize that the days of parliamentary
democracy in Germany were numbered. They had fooled
themselves for years that the Russian Revolution was a transient
movement of political extremists which would inevitably give
place to a moderate government. Now they watched the rise